2013 Freedom Tour
June 2013 marks the 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther
King’s “I Have a Dream” speech—which was first
delivered in Detroit. In tribute to this historic milestone,
MCHR is launching a new Freedom Tour to educate and
cultivate leadership among metro Detroit’s 21st century
youth. Starting June 20, a busful of high school students
will rediscover the path of history. They will visit sites of
martyrdom, struggle and victory—places in Mississippi,
Alabama, and Georgia where brutality was defeated by
steadfast, unwavering courage.
In the months before leaving, as well as during the tour,
participants will receive educational programming focused on
developing leaders for peace and equality. Before the trip, the
students will complete service-learning projects together, and will have
the opportunity to meet with civil rights hero Diane Nash, who will share
firsthand stories of the history she lived.
On the tour itself, students will experience an itinerary that includes:
•

Mississippi Civil Rights Memorial Service in Meridian, MS. An annual event honoring slain civil rights
workers James Earl Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner and other Mississippi civil rights
movement participants. Hosted and organized by Diane Nash.

•

Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change in Atlanta. The King Center continues
Dr. Martin Luther King’s work, educating the world on his life and teachings and inspiring new generations
to become change makers. Freedom Tour participants will go through an intensive, five-day non-violence
training program.

•

National Voting Rights Museum & Institute in Selma, AL. A permanent memorial to the struggle to
obtain voting rights in America for disenfranchised Americans, the Institute exhibits artifacts of the
struggle, and offers tours of the historic Brown Chapel A.M.E Church and the Edmund Pettus Bridge.

•

Southern Poverty Law Center and Civil Rights Memorial in Montgomery, AL. Dedicated to fighting
hate and bigotry, and to seeking justice for the most vulnerable members of society, SPLC uses litigation,
education and other forms of advocacy to make equal justice into reality.

•

Koinonia Farm in Americus, GA. Since its founding in 1942, this Christian community has been involved in
civil rights, prison ministry, affordable housing, youth and elders programs, racial recon-ciliation, sustainable
agriculture, peace activism, and more. Koinonia visitors join in the radical practice of treating all people with
dignity and justice, sharing according to need, and stewardship of the land.

The tour will leave June 20 and return to Detroit July 4, 2013. Students will learn from leaders at each site, and also
from trip chaperones, all of whom are experienced social justice activists with relevant personal history. This project
is an opportunity for young leaders to walk in the footsteps of civil rights leaders, learn the history, study and embody
non-violence, build community and put their learning to use back here in Michigan.
High school students can obtain applications at www.mchr.org or by calling 313-92-FREE-2 (923-7332).
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis, with strong preference for those received by January 31.
Organizing the Freedom Tour will cost MCHR approximately $2,500 per student. We are committed to making it
affordable for all students who want to participate. Can your church, school, or neighborhood association sponsor a
student at the $1,500 level or above? Call 313-437-3987 for information on the many ways for supporters to get
involved.
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Past MCHR Freedom Tours: Images & Impact

“
“

MCHR Freedom Tours were important and
transformative for the students participating because it
was the first time they saw a direct connection
between the black-and-white pictures of the civil rights
movement and their own everyday lives. During the
second Freedom Tour, just after a week of nonviolence training, tour participants felt they had been
unfairly treated in a Birmingham store. They returned
all their purchased goods as an act of nonviolent
protest. It was an incredible moment as the students
understood, for the first time, the power of nonviolent
collective action.
—Tom Fentin, MCHR Executive Director 1984-1990
Before being chosen to participate in MCHR’s Freedom Tour, I must admit I did not know what the Freedom Rides
were. I never learned about them in grade school or high school. While my parents told me many people fought and
died for people of color to be treated fairly, I could not appreciate the depth of such a statement. I assumed that
inequality was just one of those things which had taken place before I was born and should not be of much concern
to my generation.
The Freedom Tour changed my perspective. It helped me see we must continue to work to preserve the gains
of the civil rights movement, both my generation and future generations.
Years after the experience, I realize how profoundly I was affected. I list the
Freedom Tour on my college applications, I discuss it in job interviews, and I talk
about it with friends and associates. Not many people can say they stood where Dr.
King was assassinated, they marched the Edmund Pettus Bridge, they sang “We
Shall Overcome” with John Lewis, or they were hugged by Rosa Parks.
I am thankful to the Michigan Coalition for Human Rights for exposing me to
civil rights history, and I am committed to passing on the torch this summer to
the 2013 Freedom Riders. I hope they will find the experience as enlightening
and transformative as it was for me.
—Juan Farris, 1991 Freedom Tour
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MICHIGAN COALITION

FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Our Mission
The Michigan Coalition for Human Rights (MCHR) promotes awareness of, commitment to, and advocacy for
human rights through education, community organization, and action. MCHR opposes forces that suppress human
dignity, freedom, and justice locally and around the world. It is an interfaith network of religious, labor, civic and
humanitarian groups and individuals.
Our History
In December 1980, Episcopal Bishop H. Coleman McGehee Jr., Rabbi Richard Hertz, and Roman Catholic Bishop
Thomas Gumbleton launched MCHR in response to growing divisive elements in religion and politics. Their goal
was to create a forum to discuss and act on racism, unemployment, sexism, militarism, and economic justice. With
other religious, labor, community and business leaders from Detroit and the suburbs, they inaugurated a movement
that has had national and international effects.
During its formative years, MCHR led a grassroots anti-apartheid campaign, focused on divestment from South
Africa and protests against sale of South Africa’s Krugerrand gold coins. In its second decade, MCHR sponsored
Detroit's first environmental justice gathering, which developed into the Coalition for Environmental Justice. An
MCHR conference on Iraq led to the creation of Metro Detroit Against Sanctions, a leading national group
challenging U.S. policy against Iraq.
Through the years MCHR has brought inspiring and enlightening speakers to Detroit audiences, including Bishop
Desmond Tutu, Congressman Keith Ellison, attorney-activist Lani Guinier, and workers’ rights advocate Rev. Kim
Bobo. We have presented eye-opening films and organized broad community-wide forums on such critical issues as
public education, local democracy, and U.S. foreign policy. All of our work is guided by a belief that civil rights,
human equality and economic justice are fundamental to the mission of our city, our state, our nation and our
world.
One of MCHR’s proudest achievements, beginning in 1989, was the “Freedom Tour” project, which educated
metro Detroit youth about the civil rights movement by taking them on a two-week bus trip to major historic civil
rights sites in the south. For five years, the tours taught young people about the history of racism, helped them
develop leadership skills, and educated them about the power of non-violent direct action in struggle.
2013 Freedom Tour
June 2013 marks the 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech—which was first
delivered in Detroit. In tribute to this historic milestone, MCHR is initiating a new Freedom Tour to educate and
cultivate leadership among metro Detroit’s 21st century youth. Starting June 20, a busful of 30 high school students
will rediscover the path of history. They will visit sites of martyrdom, struggle and victory—places in Mississippi,
Alabama, and Georgia where brutality was defeated by steadfast, unwavering courage. In the months before
leaving, as well as during the tour, participants will receive educational programming focused on developing
leaders for peace and equality.
MCHR Today—and for the Future
With minimal staff and limited brick-and-mortar resources, MCHR has persevered thanks to its dedicated and
committed volunteers. MCHR continues to educate the community on important human rights issues and mobilize
people on statewide, nationwide and international campaigns and public policy issues. Today, we are working to
grow our organization, increase our impact for social change and help develop the next generation’s leaders in
establishing, preserving and protecting the rights of people everywhere. Join us in fostering justice—as a member
or donor to MCHR, as a speaker at one of our educational events, or as an ambassador informing others about
MCHR’s valuable work.
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